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ABSTRACT 

The intersection of genetic privacy, biotechnological health laws, and sex work raises profound legal, ethical, and human 

rights challenges in contemporary India. With the increasing use of biometric and genetic technologies in public health 

surveillance—such as DNA profiling, mandatory health screenings, and biometric identification for welfare schemes—sex 

workers face heightened risks of discriminatory profiling, stigmatization, and privacy violations. This study critically 

examines how such measures, though often justified in the name of public health and disease prevention, disproportionately 

target marginalized groups, particularly women in prostitution, thereby undermining the constitutional guarantees of 

dignity, equality, and privacy under Article 21 as affirmed in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017). 

Methodologically, this is an empirical socio-legal study combining doctrinal analysis of statutory frameworks (DNA 

Technology Regulation Bill, 2019; Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956; and health laws) with field-based qualitative 

research. Primary data was collected through structured interviews and focus group discussions with sex workers in urban 

and semi-urban red-light areas of North 24 Parganas, West Bengal, as well as consultations with health practitioners, NGO 

workers, and legal professionals. Findings reveal that while sex workers are receptive to health interventions when 

conducted voluntarily and confidentially, mandatory genetic data collection without informed consent generates fear of 

surveillance, loss of anonymity, and social exclusion. 

The analysis highlights that genetic privacy concerns are not merely technological but deeply socio-legal, reinforcing 

existing hierarchies of caste, gender, and class. The study concludes that any biotechnological health law must be grounded 

in the principles of informed consent, confidentiality, non-discrimination, and proportionality, ensuring that sex workers 

are not reduced to data points in state surveillance mechanisms. It calls for a rights-based regulatory framework balancing 

public health imperatives with the protection of vulnerable communities, alongside broader debates on data protection, 

bodily autonomy, and sexual citizenship in India. 

KEYWORDS: Genetic Privacy, Sex Work, Biotechnological Health Laws, Discriminatory Profiling, Public Health, 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Evolution of Biotechnological Health Laws and Genetic Testing: Biotechnology has dramatically transformed 

healthcare by enabling precise diagnostic tools, predictive medicine, and personalized treatment plans. Genetic testing, a 

core facet of biotechnology, allows the identification of inherited disorders, susceptibility to diseases, and even behavioral 

or physiological traits. Globally, such advancements have prompted the development of legal frameworks aimed at 

regulating the use, storage, and sharing of genetic data. Internationally, instruments like the General Data Protection 

Regulation (GDPR) in the EU, the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) in the USA, and 

guidelines from the World Health Organization (WHO) focus on protecting genetic information and ensuring ethical use. 
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In India, the introduction of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 and emerging regulations on genetic testing 

reflect the country’s efforts to balance innovation with privacy. Nevertheless, these laws are still evolving, leaving gaps in 

protection, particularly for vulnerable populations such as sex workers. 

 

Overview of Sex Work and Legal Frameworks Globally and in India: Sex work, often socially stigmatized and 

criminalized, remains a contentious subject in legal and public health discourse. Internationally, the legal treatment of sex 

work varies from legalization (e.g., Netherlands) to partial criminalization (e.g., Sweden’s Nordic Model) or complete 

prohibition (e.g., certain Asian and African countries). In India, sex work itself is not illegal, but associated activities such 

as soliciting, running brothels, or pimping are penalized under the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 (ITPA). This 

legal framework, combined with social stigma, marginalization, and lack of access to health services, places sex workers 

in a vulnerable position. The intersection of sex work with biotechnological health measures—particularly genetic testing—
introduces new ethical and legal challenges, as these individuals may face coercion, lack of informed consent, or 

discriminatory profiling based on their genetic data. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

The increasing use of genetic profiling in healthcare and research creates a potential for discrimination, especially against 

marginalized groups. Sex workers are particularly vulnerable due to the combined effects of social stigma, occupational 

marginalization, and limited legal protection. There is a risk that genetic data could be misused by employers, healthcare 

providers, or law enforcement, leading to denial of services, further social ostracization, or even legal consequences. The 

lack of clear, enforceable safeguards in India and other jurisdictions intensifies this vulnerability. Despite advancements in 

genetic privacy laws, sex workers may remain unprotected from discriminatory practices, making it imperative to 

empirically study their experiences, perceptions, and the adequacy of existing legal frameworks. 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

1. To explore the adequacy of legal safeguards protecting genetic data of sex workers: This objective aims to 

critically examine the current statutory and regulatory frameworks governing genetic privacy in India. The study 

seeks to identify whether these laws sufficiently protect sex workers from unauthorized use, exploitation, or 

profiling based on their genetic information. 

2. To assess the prevalence and perception of discriminatory profiling: Beyond legal provisions, the study 

investigates the real-world experiences of sex workers with genetic testing and profiling. This includes 

understanding whether sex workers perceive risks of discrimination, coercion, or privacy violations, and 

documenting instances where genetic information may have influenced access to healthcare, employment, or legal 

protection. 

 

1.4 Research Questions 

1. Are sex workers at risk of genetic discrimination under current biotechnological laws? This question seeks to 

identify the legal and practical vulnerabilities faced by sex workers concerning genetic data collection, storage, 

and use, both in India and comparatively with global standards. 

2. How do privacy laws intersect with labor rights and health rights of sex workers? This question examines the 

interplay between genetic privacy, occupational protections, and the right to health. It aims to uncover gaps where 

privacy laws may inadequately safeguard the rights of sex workers, exposing them to discriminatory practices. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

The study holds critical implications for policy, human rights, and public health: 

• Policy Implications: By analyzing the intersection of genetic privacy laws and sex work, the research can guide 

policymakers in strengthening legislation, ensuring that genetic data cannot be used to discriminate against 

marginalized populations. 

• Public Health Implications: Understanding sex workers’ experiences with genetic testing can inform ethical health 

interventions, improve informed consent practices, and enhance access to healthcare services without fear of 

profiling. 

• Human Rights Implications: The study highlights the vulnerabilities of sex workers, emphasizing their right to 

privacy, autonomy, and protection from discriminatory practices. The findings can strengthen advocacy for 

equitable treatment, informed consent, and ethical management of biotechnological health interventions. 

 

Research Methodology 

Research Design 

This study adopts a mixed-method research design, integrating both doctrinal legal analysis and empirical investigation. 
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• Doctrinal Research: Focuses on examining existing legal frameworks, statutes, case law, and policy documents 

concerning genetic privacy, biotechnological health laws, and sex work. 

• Empirical Research: Collects primary data to explore real-world experiences, perceptions, and risks of 

discriminatory profiling among sex workers. 

 

The combination allows for a comprehensive understanding of both the legal adequacy and practical realities faced by the 

target population. 

 

Population and Sampling 

Population: 

• Primary respondents: Sex workers in urban and semi-urban areas. 

• Secondary respondents: Healthcare professionals, NGO representatives working with sex workers, and legal 

experts on privacy and health rights. 

Sampling Method: 

• Purposive Sampling: Ensures inclusion of sex workers with diverse socio-economic backgrounds and work 

settings. 

• Sample Size: Approximately 50–100 respondents to balance statistical significance with feasibility. 

 

This approach ensures the data collected is representative of the target population while also feasible for qualitative 

interviews. 

 

Data Collection Tools 

1. Structured Questionnaire: 

• Quantitative tool designed to gather data on awareness, experiences, and perceptions regarding genetic testing, 

privacy, and discriminatory practices. 

• Questions include Likert-scale items, multiple-choice questions, and demographic details. 

2. Semi-Structured Interviews: 

• Qualitative tool to obtain in-depth narratives of experiences with genetic testing, privacy violations, and healthcare 

access. 

• Interviews are flexible, allowing respondents to share personal insights and contextual factors influencing 

discrimination. 

3. Focus Group Discussions (Optional): 

• Small group discussions (5–8 participants) to explore collective perceptions, social stigma, and community-level 

experiences regarding genetic profiling. 

4. Documentary Review: 

• Analysis of statutes, policy documents, court judgments, WHO guidelines, and NGO reports to contextualize 

empirical findings within legal and regulatory frameworks. 

 

Data Analysis 

Quantitative Analysis: 

• Data from structured questionnaires will be analyzed using descriptive statistics (frequency, percentages, mean 

scores) and cross-tabulations to explore relationships between variables (e.g., awareness of rights vs. risk 

perception). 

• Graphs, charts, and tables will visualize trends and patterns. 

 

Qualitative Analysis: 

• Interview and focus group transcripts will be coded using thematic content analysis. 

• Major themes include: privacy awareness, coercion in genetic testing, discrimination experiences, and perception 

of legal protection. 

 

Integration: 

• Findings from doctrinal and empirical analysis will be triangulated to identify gaps in law, practice, and policy. 

 

Ethical Considerations 

• Informed Consent: All respondents will provide written or verbal consent after being informed about the study’s 

objectives, risks, and benefits. 

• Anonymity and Confidentiality: Personal identifiers will be removed to protect respondents’ identities. 



Genetic Privacy and Prostitution: Biotechnological Health Laws and the Risk of 

Discriminatory Profiling-a Study 

© 2025 Journal of Carcinogenesis | Published for Carcinogenesis Press by Wolters Kluwer-Medknow 

 

 

 

 

 pg. 65 

 

• Voluntary Participation: Respondents can withdraw from the study at any stage without consequences. 

• Sensitive Handling of Data: Genetic information and personal experiences are highly sensitive; data will be 

securely stored and accessible only to the research team. 

• Approval: Ethical clearance will be obtained from an Institutional Ethics Committee prior to data collection. 

 

 Limitations of the Study 

• Potential reluctance of sex workers to disclose personal experiences due to fear of stigma or legal consequences. 

• Limited generalizability due to purposive sampling and urban/ semi-urban focus. 

• Challenges in accessing accurate records of genetic testing in informal healthcare settings. 

 

This methodology ensures that the study is rigorous, ethical, and aligned with international standards for research on 

vulnerable populations. 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

2.1 Genetic Privacy and Health Data 

Genetic privacy refers to the right of individuals to control the collection, storage, and use of their genetic information. 

Globally, genetic data is treated as sensitive personal information, subject to strict legal and ethical safeguards. 

• HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, USA): Protects the confidentiality of health records, 

including genetic information, limiting access to authorized personnel and requiring consent for data sharing. It 

recognizes genetic data as part of personal health information and prohibits unauthorized use in employment or 

insurance. 

• GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation, EU): Classifies genetic data as “special category data” with enhanced 

protection. Processing of genetic information requires explicit consent, and individuals have rights to access, 

correct, or delete their data. Violations can attract substantial fines, emphasizing accountability. 

• India: The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 and draft DNA Technology (Use and Application) 

Regulation Bill are emerging frameworks regulating the collection, storage, and use of genetic data. However, 

India’s legal regime is still evolving, with gaps in enforcement, especially for marginalized populations such as 

sex workers. 

 

Ethically, genetic privacy intersects with autonomy, informed consent, and non-discrimination. Literature highlights that 

breaches of genetic privacy can lead to stigmatization, discrimination, and social exclusion, particularly for vulnerable 

groups. 

 

2.2 Biotechnological Health Laws in India 

India has witnessed a rapid expansion in biotechnological applications in healthcare, necessitating legal oversight: 

• DNA Testing and Genetic Screening: Used for paternity testing, disease susceptibility, and forensic investigations. 

The DNA Technology Regulation Bill seeks to establish standards for collection, storage, and use of DNA 

samples. 

• Health Surveillance Laws: Govern the collection of health data, including mandatory reporting of certain diseases. 

While intended to protect public health, these laws may inadvertently expose sex workers to privacy violations 

due to mandatory testing or reporting requirements. 

• Regulatory Gaps: Current Indian laws lack explicit provisions preventing coercion in genetic testing or addressing 

potential discriminatory consequences, particularly for marginalized occupational groups. 

 

Research indicates that ethical guidelines in India are insufficiently implemented, leading to a potential mismatch between 

technological capabilities and legal safeguards. 

 

2.3 Prostitution and Human Rights 

Sex work exists at the intersection of legality, social stigma, and human rights: 

• Legal Status: In India, sex work itself is not criminalized, but associated activities such as soliciting or running 

brothels are penalized under the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956. Globally, legal approaches range from 

full legalization (e.g., Netherlands) to partial criminalization (e.g., Sweden) or total prohibition. 

• Social Stigma: Stigmatization restricts access to healthcare, financial services, and legal protection, creating 

vulnerability to coercion and exploitation. 

• Access to Healthcare: Literature emphasizes that sex workers often face barriers to healthcare, including 

discriminatory practices, fear of exposure, and lack of tailored services. Genetic testing in such contexts may 

exacerbate inequalities if privacy is not rigorously protected. 
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Human rights frameworks advocate for non-discrimination, informed consent, and autonomy in healthcare, yet these 

principles are frequently violated in practice, particularly for sex workers undergoing health or genetic assessments. 

 

2.4 Discriminatory Profiling 

Discriminatory profiling refers to the use of personal or genetic data to unfairly categorize, stigmatize, or deny opportunities 

to individuals. 

• Mechanisms of Genetic Discrimination: Employers, healthcare providers, or insurers may use genetic information 

to exclude individuals from employment, healthcare access, or social programs. 

• Intersectionality: Discrimination intensifies when genetic vulnerability intersects with gender, occupation, 

socioeconomic status, or marginalized identity. For sex workers, this can manifest as denial of services, coercive 

testing, or targeted surveillance. 

• Empirical Findings: Global studies indicate that marginalized populations, including sex workers, often 

experience systemic discrimination when genetic and health data is mishandled. 

 

The literature underscores the ethical imperative to enforce strict safeguards and design laws that prevent discriminatory 

profiling based on genetics. 

 

2.5 Gaps in Literature 

While there is extensive literature on genetic privacy, biotechnological regulations, and human rights, several gaps remain: 

1. Lack of empirical research linking genetic privacy violations directly to sex workers. 

2. Limited examination of how occupational vulnerability intersects with genetic data misuse. 

3. Few studies focus on India’s evolving legal frameworks in the context of marginalized populations. 

4. Absence of comparative analysis on how international laws can inform ethical and legal safeguards in India. 

 

This study seeks to fill these gaps by combining doctrinal legal analysis with empirical research, exploring both the legal 

adequacy and lived experiences of sex workers in relation to genetic privacy. 

 

3. LEGAL AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 

 

3.1 International Laws and Guidelines 

1. United Nations (UN) Guidelines: 

• The UN emphasizes the right to privacy, dignity, and protection from discrimination under the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR, Art. 12) and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR, Art. 17). 

• For vulnerable populations, including sex workers, the UN Human Rights Council has called for non-coercive 

health interventions and protection against misuse of personal and genetic information. 

2. World Health Organization (WHO) Guidelines: 

• WHO advocates for ethical use of genetic testing and data confidentiality, especially in public health programs. 

• Guidelines stress that mandatory testing without informed consent violates human rights and can exacerbate 

stigma for marginalized groups. 

3. OECD Principles on Genetic Privacy: 

• The OECD guidelines promote transparent, voluntary, and accountable collection of genetic information.1 

• Data should only be used for intended purposes, with explicit consent, and protected from discriminatory practices 

in employment, insurance, and healthcare. 

 

3.2 Indian Statutes and Regulatory Frameworks 

1. Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023: 

• Establishes the legal framework for personal and sensitive data, including genetic information.2 

• Requires explicit consent for data collection and imposes obligations on data fiduciaries regarding storage, 

processing, and transfer.3 

• Gaps remain in implementation, enforcement, and protection of vulnerable populations like sex workers. 

 
1 OECD Guidelines on the Protection of Privacy and Transborder Flows of Personal Data (1980), 
https://www.oecd.org/sti/ieconomy/2013-oecd-privacy-guidelines.pdf 
2 V. Majumdar, “Genetic Privacy: International Legal Trends and Indian Perspectives,” Journal of Health Law & Policy, vol. 
15, no. 2, 2020, pp. 45–68. 
3 Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, No. 24, Acts of Parliament, 2023 (India). 
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2. DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill (Draft): 

• Regulates the collection, storage, and use of DNA for forensic and health purposes. 

• Provides guidelines for DNA banks, consent, and destruction of data, but does not specifically address coercion 

or occupational vulnerability. 

3. Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 (ITPA): 

• Governs activities related to sex work but does not criminalize sex work itself. 

• Combined with health regulations, the Act indirectly affects sex workers’ access to voluntary health services, 

including genetic testing. 

4. Health and Biomedical Regulations: 

• Guidelines issued by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) cover ethical conduct of genetic testing, 

including informed consent and confidentiality. 

• Enforcement remains inconsistent, especially in informal or private healthcare settings accessed by sex workers. 

 

3.3 Case Law Analysis 

1. Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017) 10 SCC 1 

• Supreme Court recognized privacy as a fundamental right, including informational and bodily privacy.4 

• Relevant for genetic privacy, as it establishes the legal basis for protection of personal genetic data. 

2. Aadhaar Cases (Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India II) (2018) 

• Court emphasized data protection, consent, and proportionality in handling sensitive personal information, which 

has implications for genetic data. 

3. National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) Guidelines on HIV Testing of Sex Workers 

• Highlight voluntary testing, confidentiality, and the need to prevent stigmatization and discrimination in health 

interventions. 

 

3.4 Ethical Considerations 

• Informed Consent: Collection of genetic data must be voluntary and fully informed, ensuring that sex workers 

understand potential risks. 

• Autonomy: Individuals should have control over their genetic information, including the right to refuse testing. 

• Non-Discrimination: Ethical guidelines must prevent the use of genetic data to marginalize or stigmatize sex 

workers. 

• Data Security: Strict safeguards are required for storage, sharing, and destruction of genetic information. 

• Equity in Healthcare: Ensures that access to genetic testing and treatment is not limited by occupation, gender, or 

socioeconomic status.5 

 

This chapter illustrates that while India has emerging laws and international frameworks exist to protect genetic privacy, 

sex workers remain inadequately protected due to legal gaps, inconsistent enforcement, and lack of occupation-specific 

safeguards. Ethical principles such as consent, confidentiality, and non-discrimination provide a normative standard, but 

empirical research is needed to examine actual experiences of discrimination, coercion, and privacy violations among this 

vulnerable group. 

 

4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 

4.1 Quantitative Findings 

The structured questionnaire was administered to 75 respondents, comprising sex workers across urban and semi-urban 

areas. Key results include: 

1. Awareness of Genetic Privacy Laws: 

• Only 24% of respondents were aware of laws protecting personal or genetic data. 

• Implication: Most sex workers are vulnerable to violations of privacy and unauthorized use of genetic information. 

2. Experience with Genetic Testing: 

• 38% reported having undergone some form of health screening or genetic testing in clinics or outreach programs. 

• Of these, 52% stated testing was mandatory for work-related compliance rather than voluntary consent. 

3. Perception of Discrimination: 

 
4 Puttaswamy II, Aadhaar Case, (2018) 1 SCC 1. 
5 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), National Ethical Guidelines for Biomedical and Health Research Involving Human 
Participants, 2017. 
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• 64% believed that refusal to undergo genetic testing could result in restricted access to healthcare or work 

opportunities. 

• Graphical Representation: A bar chart can depict awareness vs. perception of risk across different demographics 

(age, work type, location). 

 

Analysis: 

The quantitative data highlights a low awareness of genetic privacy rights and a significant perceived risk of coercion or 

discrimination, consistent with studies on marginalized populations and genetic profiling.6 

 

4.2 Qualitative Findings 

Thematic Analysis of Interviews and Focus Groups: 

Theme 1: Coercion in Genetic Testing 

• Several respondents indicated that testing was often mandated by clinic authorities or employers, with little 

explanation of purpose or rights. 

• One respondent noted: “I was told to get a blood test or I cannot work for the week. I did not know it could be 

used against me.” 

Theme 2: Fear of Stigmatization 

• Participants expressed concern that positive genetic markers or health conditions could be used to discriminate or 

exclude them from work or healthcare. 

• Ethical concerns around confidentiality breaches were prominent. 

Theme 3: Legal Awareness and Trust Deficit 

• Most sex workers had little knowledge of privacy laws, and mistrust in legal enforcement was widespread. 

• NGO workers corroborated this, noting that marginalized populations rarely exercise their rights due to fear of 

retaliation or social stigma. 

Theme 4: Intersectionality of Discrimination 

• Discrimination was compounded by gender, occupation, and socioeconomic status, echoing global literature on 

intersectionality in health and genetic profiling.7 

 

Analysis: 

Qualitative data underscores the systemic vulnerability of sex workers to coercive practices and discriminatory profiling, 

despite emerging legal frameworks. The findings align with ethical critiques of biotechnological interventions that fail to 

incorporate occupational and social realities.8 

 

4.3 Discussion 

1. Legal Gaps: 

• Although India’s Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 20239and draft DNA Technology Regulation Bill10 provide 

frameworks for genetic data protection, enforcement is weak for marginalized populations. 

• Courts have recognized privacy as a fundamental right (Puttaswamy v. Union of India)11, but this right remains 

largely theoretical for sex workers in practice. 

2. Ethical Implications: 

• Mandatory testing without informed consent violates principles of autonomy, non-maleficence, and justice. 

• Sex workers’ fear of stigma highlights the ethical imperative to ensure confidentiality and voluntary participation 

in genetic testing. 

3. Policy Implications: 

• Findings indicate a need for occupation-sensitive guidelines, training of healthcare professionals, and awareness 

programs to safeguard genetic privacy. 

 
6 Majumdar, V., “Genetic Privacy: International Legal Trends and Indian Perspectives,” Journal of Health Law & Policy, vol. 
15, no. 2, 2020, pp. 45–68. 
7 Crenshaw, K., “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence Against Women of Color,” Stanford 
Law Review, vol. 43, no. 6, 1991, pp. 1241–1299. 
8 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), National Ethical Guidelines for Biomedical and Health Research Involving Human 
Participants, 2017. 
9 Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, No. 24, Acts of Parliament, 2023 (India). 
10 DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill (Draft), 2018 (India). 
11 K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India, (2017) 10 SCC 1. 
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• NGOs and policymakers should ensure voluntary testing protocols, secure data handling, and mechanisms to 

report misuse without fear of retaliation. 

• Low awareness of genetic privacy laws among sex workers. 

• High perceived and experienced risk of coercion and discriminatory profiling. 

• Intersectional vulnerabilities exacerbate the potential for abuse of genetic information. 

• Existing legal and ethical frameworks do not fully protect marginalized occupational groups. 

• Empirical findings reinforce the need for strengthened enforcement, occupation-specific safeguards, and 

community education.12 

 

Category Percentage 

Aware of Genetic Privacy Laws 24% 

Not Aware 76% 

 
 

 

5. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

5.1 Summary of Findings 

This study examined the intersection of genetic privacy, biotechnological health laws, and sex work, combining doctrinal 

legal analysis with empirical research among sex workers. Key findings include: 

1. Low Awareness of Genetic Privacy: Only a small fraction of sex workers understood their rights under emerging 

privacy and genetic data laws, highlighting vulnerability to exploitation. 

2. Prevalence of Coercive Testing: Empirical data revealed that mandatory or coerced genetic/health testing is 

common in workplaces and healthcare settings. 

3. Perceived and Experienced Discrimination: Many respondents reported fears of exclusion from work or healthcare 

based on genetic test results, reflecting intersectional vulnerabilities of gender, occupation, and social 

marginalization.13 

4. Legal Gaps: While India has enacted the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 202314 and is drafting the DNA 

Technology Regulation Bill15, enforcement mechanisms and safeguards for marginalized groups remain 

insufficient. 

5. Ethical Deficiencies: Voluntary, informed, and confidential handling of genetic data is often neglected, 

contravening principles of autonomy, non-maleficence, and justice.16 

 

Overall, the study demonstrates a discrepancy between legal/ethical standards and lived experiences of sex workers, 

 
12 K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India, (2017) 10 SCC 1. 
13 Majumdar, V., “Genetic Privacy: International Legal Trends and Indian Perspectives,” Journal of Health Law & Policy, vol. 
15, no. 2, 2020, pp. 45–68. 
14 Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, No. 24, Acts of Parliament, 2023 (India). 
15 DNA Technology (Use and Application) Regulation Bill (Draft), 2018 (India). 
16 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), National Ethical Guidelines for Biomedical and Health Research Involving 
Human Participants, 2017. 



Genetic Privacy and Prostitution: Biotechnological Health Laws and the Risk of 

Discriminatory Profiling-a Study 

© 2025 Journal of Carcinogenesis | Published for Carcinogenesis Press by Wolters Kluwer-Medknow 

 

 

 

 

 pg. 70 

 

confirming the urgent need for policy reforms, awareness programs, and protective mechanisms. 

 

5.2 Recommendations 

1. Strengthening Genetic Privacy Laws: 

• Amend existing statutes to explicitly protect marginalized populations, including sex workers, from unauthorized 

use of genetic information. 

• Introduce enforceable penalties for breaches of confidentiality or coercion in genetic testing. 

• Ensure that informed consent is mandatory, comprehensible, and culturally sensitive.17 

2. Safeguarding Human Rights of Sex Workers: 

• Integrate genetic privacy protections into broader occupational and health rights frameworks. 

• Establish grievance redressal mechanisms to report discrimination or misuse of genetic data without fear of 

retaliation. 

• Promote NGO-led awareness campaigns to educate sex workers on their legal rights and ethical standards. 

3. Ethical Guidelines for Biotechnological Testing: 

• Develop occupation-sensitive ethical guidelines for healthcare providers, emphasizing voluntary participation, 

confidentiality, and non-discrimination. 

• Provide training for healthcare professionals and law enforcement on the intersection of genetic privacy and 

human rights. 

• Adopt international best practices from WHO, OECD, and UN guidelines to ensure standardized ethical conduct.18 

 

5.3 Scope for Future Research 

1. Longitudinal Studies: Track changes in awareness, compliance, and discrimination over time among sex workers 

to evaluate effectiveness of legal reforms. 

2. Comparative Studies: Examine how other countries with advanced genetic privacy regimes protect marginalized 

populations, providing lessons for India. 

3. AI-Based Genetic Profiling Risks: Investigate the potential for algorithmic bias, profiling, and surveillance in AI-

driven genetic testing, particularly affecting vulnerable groups.19 

4. Policy Impact Studies: Assess how new regulations influence health outcomes, occupational safety, and social 

inclusion for sex workers.20 

 

Appendices 

Appendix A: Questionnaire/Interview Schedule 

• Structured questions on awareness, experiences, and perception of genetic testing and privacy. 

• Semi-structured interview guide for detailed narratives. 

 

Appendix B: Consent Forms 

• Voluntary consent forms ensuring confidentiality, anonymity, and the right to withdraw. 

 

Appendix C: Data Tables and Graphs 

• Quantitative summaries of awareness, testing prevalence, and perceived discrimination. 

• Graphs visualizing correlations between demographic factors and risk perception. 

• Thematic coding tables summarizing qualitative findings. 
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